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FIRST BULLETIN IS '.€LL.RECEIVED 


The reception accorded the first number of our BULLETIN has been so warn, 
laudatory and enthusiastic that we were most encouraged and inspired in the 
preparation of this second issue. Since the BULLETIN was unanimously regarded 
in the Chicago meeting as a piece de resistance of the Conference, the success 
of the first issue, attested by the many fine letters and expressions from our 
readers, should be a source of much satisfaction to all members of the Catholic 
Theater Conference. 





Originally, it was planned to send the first issue of the BULLETIN only 
to those who registered at the Chicago convention and to a selected list of 
prominent Catholic personages, whose interest in the Catholic Theater Movement 
we felt would be enhanced by a detailed knowledge of what went on in Chicagoe 
However, within a few hours after the BULLETIN was mailed we were deluged with 
requests and were forced to run off several hundred more copies. Even those 
have been exhausted and your Editor and his aides were hard pressed the other 
night to find a single available copy for our own files, 


COME TO WASHINGTON 


At this writing, the Convention Committee, under the chairmanship of the 
Reve Je Je McLarney, OeP., is up to its collective and proverbial neck in 
final preparations for the second meeting of the Conference to be held in 
Washington, August 7 artd 8, 


Interest in the Chicago meeting and in the Conference subsequent to the 
June sessions has risen to such an amazing degree that the Convention Come 
mittee confidently expects at this time that the list of delegates will reach 
700. 


The meeting in Washington is a most vital and important one, for it is 
in the course of the coming sessions that the Catholic Theater Conference will 
be given the stability and assurance of permanence that it must have to cone 
tinue the fine work accomplished in the short space of the past few weeks. 


We, therefore, strongly urge ALL of our readers who are at all interested 
in or associated with the advancement of drama in our Catholic schools, col- 
leges and Little Theater groups to come to Washington and assist in furthering 
this historic and significant movement for the unification of Catholics in the 
use of the drama as a potent moral, artistic and spiritual force. 


A fine program has been arranged and the Capital City is now at its 
resplendent best for the reception of visitorse The Catholic University of 
America, where the sessions will be held, is jocated sutside of the city pro- 
per and, therefore, beyond the desicesting touch of Washington's torrid 
weathers 


PROGRAM FOR .CONFERENCE 


Prominent leaders in the field of the drama will be heard at the second 
meeting of the Catholic Theater Conference, which will be held at the Black- 
friar Institute of Dramatic Arts, the Catholic University of America, Sa- 
turday and Sunday, August 7 and a, 


Designed to complete the work of organizing the Catholic Theater Confe- 
rence initiated at the sessions held in Chicago, the convention here will 
bring together priests, religious and laymen and laywomen active in the field 
of Catholic dramatics. The adoption of a Constitution and the election of 
permanent officers will be the principal business of the convention, although 
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the Convention Committee under Father McLerney has assembled a program which 
will include addresses, dramatic entertainment and theatrical exhibits. 


Keynote By Msgre Sheen 


The meeting, which will take place in the Blackfriar Theater at the Uni- 
versity, will open on Saturday morning, August 7, with a General Session at 
which the Rte Reve Msgre Joseph Me Corrigan, Rector of the Catholic University, 
will welcome the delegates. The Rte Rev, Msgre Fulton J. Sheen, Professor of 
the Philosophy of Religion at the Catholic University, will give the keynote 
address, and Senator Joseph C. O'Mahoney, of Wyoming, will deliver a message 
of interest. 


Other speakers at the first General Scssion will be Sister Jean Marie, 
OeS.F., Of the Yale School of Drama, and Dr. Anton Lang, Jre, Professor of 
German at Georgetown University and son of the former Christus of the Oberam- 
mergau Passion Play. 


The invocation, "Ave Maria," will be sung at this session by the choir of 
the Model School at the Catholic Sisters' College of the Catholic University. 
The choir will be directed by Sister Wilma. 


Emmet Lavery, noted Catholic playwrirht and author of "The First Legion," 
who promoted the Catholic Theater Conference and is at present its Chairman, 
will preside at the Washington sessions, 


Sectional Meetings 


Following committee and sectional meetings in the carly afternoon of Au- 
gust 7, the second General Session will be helde The program for that session 
will consist of brief addresses and intermediary reports of committeese Those 
who will address that session are Sister Mary Poter, OP., of Rosary College, 
River Forest, Ille, the Reve Fe Ge Dineen, Sede, of the Loyola Community 
Theater, Chicago, Vice-Chairman of the Conference, and Miss Agnes Ge Regan, 
Executive Secretary of the National Council of Catholic Women. 


That evening an informal bonquet will be held in the dining hall of the 
University. The Reve Dre John He Mahoney, Director of the Catholic Repertory 
Theater in New York City and Vice-Chairman of the Catholic Theater Conference, 
will be toastmaster. Speakers at tho banquet will be: the Reve Francis Xe 
Talbot, Sede, Editor-in-Chief of Anorica; the Bove Dre Urban Nagle, OePe, Di- 
rector of the Blackfrisr Institute of Dramatic Arts; tho Reve Ve Se McDonourh, 
SeJe, Of Georgetown University; Mrse Josophine Callan, of Northwestern Uni- 
versity, and Norman Griffin, of tho Catholic Historical Socictye 


Entertainment at the banquet will include several musical numbers by Mllce 
Frances Mohan, Senorita Rosamira Coloma, George O'Comor and others. 


Convention Mass In Shrine 


The program for the following day, Sunday, will open with the Conference 
Mass in the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, which is located on 
the campus of tho University. The Rt. Rev. Msgre Michacl Je Ready, Goneral 
Secretary of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, will preach the sermone 
The Most Reve John Me McNamara, Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore, will presides 
Music for the Mass will be furnished by the Augustinian Friars under the di- 
rection of Milton Boycee ; 


Sectional meetings will follow the Mass, and later in the afternoon the 
third and final General Session of the conference will be helde That session 
will feature addresses by the Reve Thomas Fe Carey, OePe, Professor of Ado- 
lescent Psychology at the Catholic University of America, Sister Mary Leola, 
of Mundelein Colloge, Chicago, and Miss Ann Ford, of the New York Theater 
Guild. 


Folloving the addrosses there will be finel reports of committees, action 
on the proposed constitution, and the election of officerse 


The convention will come to a close in the evening with a program of 
three one-act plays by the Placidian Players of Maplewood, Ne J, students of 
the Summer Session of Drama ot Marywood Colloge, Scranton, Pae, and the Wash- 
ington Chapter of the Blackfriars Guild. 
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We have just been advised by the Convention Committee that acceptances 
to invitations for places on the program have been received from the Reve 
Lucien Je Arrell, Chaplain of the Newman Foundation of the University of North 
Dakota and an authority on pageant plays; Sister Consuela, of Marywood College, 
Scranton, Paes; Sister Mary Donatus, of Immaculata College, Immaculata, Pae; 
and Mother Mary Joseph, Foundress and Superior of the Maryknoll Sisters. 


EXHIBITS 


Many splendid and interesting exhibits are being arranged for the con- 
ventione Among the several groups that will contribute demonstrations to the 
convention are: Immaculata Players, of Immaculata, Poss St. Matthew's Book 
Stall, Washington, D. Ces Marywood College, Scranton, Paes; Blackfriar Insti- 
tute of Dramatic Arts, of Washington, D. Ces Rosary College, River Forest, I1l.; 
WPA Federal Theater Project; Trinity College, Washington, D. Ces Bernard Je 
McConnell, of Washington, D. Ce; Mundelein College, of Chicagos the Washington 
Chapter of the Blackfriars Guild; St. Mary's of the Springs College, Columbus, 
Ohice 


CONVENTION ARRANG) ENTS 


For the benefit of those who may not have seen a copy of the first 
BULLETIN and also to stress the importance of making arrangements immediately, 
we are repeating information rcceived from the Convention Committee concerning 
accommodations for delegates available in Washingtone 


Accommodations 


The Convention Committce announces that a limited number of accommodations 
will be available at the University for men and women at no chargee Meals will 
be served at nominal cost. Since the number of rooms is limited, those plan=- 
ning to attend the convention are urgently requested to apply for reservations 
through the Convention Committee Chairman, Reve Je Je McLarney, O«ePe, Black- 
friar Institute, the Catholic University of Americae Apply for reservations 
at oncee Rooms will be assigned in order of application, 


For those who shall desire or shall be forced to take hotel accommodstions, 
we are advised that several of the downtown hotels have offered special rates 
for conferees. Please make your reservations through the Convention Committce 


ammcdiately. 


The Willard Hotel, anxious to cooperate with the Conference, quotes $3.00 
for single rooms, $4.00 and $5.00 for double rooms--all with bath. 


The Dodge Hotel offers single rooms with shower and bath, $2e50+ For 
groups of two or more in a double room or suite, $2.00 cach. 


The Washington Hotel quotes rates at $3.00 for a single room, $5.00 for 
a double room with twin beds, 


by The Raleigh Hotel has single rooms at $3.50, double rooms with twin beds, 
$4.50. 


Wardman Park Hotel quotes $3200 for a single room with bath and $5.00 
for double room with beth. 


The above hotels are comfortable and modern and located in the section 
of Woshington most readily accessible to the Catholic University of America. 
The Wardman Park Hotel, one of Washington's better hostelrics, while not as 
conveniently located, is nevertheless tho choice of m ny visitors to tho 
Capital. 


The Convention Committee emphasizes the importance of making reserva- 
tions at once, so that it ean select the more comfortable outside rooms in 
these and other hotels. 


Registration 


The Convention Sommittee wishes to urge upon conferces the importance of 
registering for the Convontione 





Banquet 


The banquet scheduled for Saturday evening, Auzust 7, will be informal 
and for the purpose of injecting a social and lighter note into the programe 
The addresses will be brief and on subjects of interest to all conferees and 
the entertainment will be the best attainable in Washingtone 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


We have been requested to urge the mombers of the Executive Committee 
and Chairmen of Comnittees to make every possible effort to arrive in Wash- 
ington on Friday, August 6, the dey before the convention, The purpose of 
this request is to afford the officials of the Conference an opportunity to 
confer informally and thus perfect plans, reports and agenda for the conven- 
tion sessionse 


We trust that as many committee mombers as possible also will come to 
Washington before the convention opens, so as to mect with their Chairmen 
and discuss final reportse 


HERE AND THERE 


The reports of committee activity which have been flowing into your Sece- 
retary's office reflect a striking and efficacious discharge of duties under- 
taken but 4 few vwoeks agoe 


Probably the busiest committec at the moment is the Convention Committee 
under Fathor McLarney, but we know definitely that the Constitution Committce 
under Father Lord has about compdcted its drafting of the proposed Consti- 
tution, and thet the Women's Colleges Committee under Sistcr Mary Peter has 
completed a survey of women's institutio:s of highor learning, which hes 
yielded a gold mine of data. 
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Another word about Sister Mary Peter's work, we believo, is well meritede 
Sister distributed questionnaires to our leading women's colleges, seeking in- 
formation about the status and record of dramatics in the respective insti- 
tutionse She has, to date, received replies from over thirty leading Catholic 
colleges with complete information and some encouraging evidences of exccllent 
theatrical work by Sisters and students. 


*eee + * > 


The office of your Secretary these past fow weeks has been no place for 
one suffering from nervous miladicse He thought the city room of a newspapor 
office was bad enough, but it has tho effect of » drowsy summer's day by 2 
quietly gurgling brook in comparison to your Socretariat's bailwicke 


Typewriters, dictations, a host of willing and selfesacrificing workers 
folding envelopes, licking stamps, whirling miseograph machines, the periodic 
intrusion of Blackfriar Institute students in various stages of makeeup and 
costuming, the whine of an eloctric saw in the Institute workshop, fashioning 
stays for flats in the process of fabrication--all of this we offer in hunble 
explanation for the grammatical errors which crept into our first BULLETIN, 
and in unrestrained braggndocio for the lack of such errors in the current 
issuc--we hope. 


*ee & » 4 


Tradition hath it that Cacsar could and often did dictate to soven soc- 
retaries at oncee Porhaps, that feat was 2 records But it has been dupli- 
cated the past few weekse In fact, Fether McLarney has surpassed it, and it 
is a picture of cool and collected virtuosity he makes, strolling about the 
office, firing letters to what scems like ten secrotaries, answoring the 
questions of associates and noneassociates, shaking hands with friends and 
pe te) 3 2 5+ Or ° salou Uh lad bs Con van On and smiling withale 








Ruth E, Tebbets, Supervisor of the Federal Theater Library, has requested 
recommendations and lists of Catholic plays which the National Play Bureau of 
the Federal Theater Project should like to add to its list of Catholic plays. 


Miss Tebbets writes that the forthcoming list of Catholic plays "grows 
larger by the day," adding that "there is so much worthwhile material that it 
is hard to decide which plays to use in the first edition and which to hold 


over for the sup>lements." 


It is to our advantage to cooperate with the Federal Theater Project in 
this compilation of Catholic plays, and the BULLETIN requests that any sug- 
gestions and recommendations be submitted to use We shall forward them to 
Miss Tebbets. 


*“_* ¢ e* *& * % 


As we ¢0 to the mimeograph machine, we are happy to learn that Monsignor 
Michael Je Ready, General Secretary of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
who will preach the sermon at our Convention Mass, has been named « Domestic 
Prelate with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor. 


The BULLETIN is honored to be among the first to congratulate him for 
this welledeserved honore 


* ee 8X * + 


While the convention will be business-like, the program includes several 
items of entertainment to lighten the burden of prosaic proceedingse And, of 
course, a good deal of this entertainment will be dramatic. 


However, a dramatic note in the sessions which will not be entertainment 
will be the Mass at the Shrine of the Imnaculate Conception. It will be cole- 
brated according to the Dominican Rite, and if you have never seen drama in 
the liturgy, you will see it in that beautiful «and ancient coromony of the 
Holy Sacrifice. 

‘eek ee % & 

The convention program has a “siestae" It will occur from about noon on 
Sunday to four o'clock in the afternoone We suggest that instead of taking the 
word “siesta” at its face valuc, you delegates moking your first visit to Wash- 
ington, try to sce some of the Capital City's beauties. One of its salient 
points and a magnet for visitors of all kinds--the Franciscan Monastery and 
gardens--is but a few minutes! walk from the Blackfriar Thester on the Catholic 
University campuse A visit there will still leave time for a cursory tour past 
the Capitol, Potomac Park, the Vashinzton Monument, the Lincoln Memorial, 
Arlington Cemetery, and along a bit of the Mte Vernon Highway. 


x** ee % % * 


Have you noticed that our Chairman is using onion=sheets for his corres- 
pondence? We might take up 2 fund to keep him supplied with stationery, or 
we'll soon be hearing from him in letters written on paper bagse 


_* eke eK KH 


Last but not least, to coin a phrase, is the grand news that our national 
movement is receiving a big push from Catholic University. Due to the success 
of the Blackfriar Institute, the University is to open courses in the Drama 
which will lead to a Master's degree. The courses open in Septomber, and it 
is expected that the classes will be taught by Father Gilbert V. Hartko, OoP. 
Congratulotions, Catholic University! God bless your work, Father Hartkel 





